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142 Montreal Guitar Show

78 Paul Gilbert

Long dogged and annoyed by the “shred” epithet, Paul Gilbert
uses engrained jangle-pop sensibilities, deft tone selection, and
jaw-dropping licks to prove he can't be pigeonholed—even on an
all-instrumental album like his new Fuzz Universe.

99 Builder Profile: Sand Guitars

Kirk Sand designed Chet Atkins’ go-to acoustic/electric nylon-string,
as well as guitars for notables like Lenny Breau, Tommy Emmanuel,
Jerry Reed, Steve Wariner, and José Feliciano.

107 Zen Guitar for the 22nd Century ...

and Beyond

Four tradition-flouting guitarists—Sonic Youth’s Lee Ranaldo, Yeah
Yeah Yeahs' Nick Zinner, and Rangda’s Sir Richard Bishop and Ben
Chasny—offer tips on how to take your playing into the future

by freeing your mind, hands, and 6-string from the confines of
orthodox guitarisms.

118 Crossroads Guitar Festival 2010
Premier Guitar braves record-breaking temperatures to take

you inside the year's hottest guitar gathering—which featured
performances by Eric Clapton, Jeff Beck, Buddy Guy, John Mayer,
Ron Wood, Derek Trucks, and other guitar greats.

137 Builder Profile: EMG

As the active-pickup maker celebrates 35 years of business, we take
a look at how their groundbreaking products have affected music in
the hands of players like Eddie Van Halen, Metallica's Kirk Hammett
and James Hetfield, David Gilmour, and Peter Frampton.

M0 PREMIER GUITAR SEPTEMBER 2010

Your trusty contingent of PG tonehounds travels to the boutique
guitar extravaganza to sniff out the latest intriguing and lust-
worthy axes from this invitation-only show.

Rack Systems Brown Eye and
Naked Heads

Hanson Firenze T-90

Tech 21 Character Series U.S.
Steel, Oxford, and Leeds
Recording King ROS-626
12-Fret 000

Fryette Memphis Thirty 1x12
Analog Man ARDX20 Dual
Analog Delay

Bell Custom Guitars SS-ER
SWR Headlite and Amplite

Bass Heads

Lovepedal Echo Baby, Babyface
Tremolo, Pickle Vibe, and Amp 50
Grid 1 G1 BPT212
Battery-Powered 2x12
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MONTREAL
GUITAR SHOW

BY JOE COFFEY, ANDY ELLIS, AND LIANA PRUDENCIO

he best guitar makers in the world can walk down the street unnoticed. In some cases, they are unknown even

to the faithful who play their instruments. Heck, the word “luthier” isn’t even in most dictionaries. This is fitting,

actually. Most luthiers are happy to fly under the radar and quietly work on their craft. Avoiding the spotlight
seems to be part of the job description. You might have a different opinion, however, after taking a stroll across the
Montreal Guitar Show floor.

The MGS is like an all-star game for luthiers. More than 130 of the best guitar makers in the world were at the fourth
iteration of the event showing off their stuff, sharing their design philosophies, and soaking up a high level of appre-
ciation from A-list artists, fellow gear makers, and fans of stringed instruments. Some of the luthiers' reputations pre-
ceded them. Some were relative newcomers whose innovative work got them an invitation to exhibit.

For attendees in the market for a handcrafted instrument as well as those just curious to see and hear some cool
stuff, the MGS was the proverbial candy store for wide-eyed, eager kids. More than 60 mini concerts took place, pair-
ing notable musicians with guitars right off the show floor. There were workshops. There were lectures. Oh, and the
world-famous Montreal Jazz Festival was going on right outside the door.

It's impossible to crystallize the event in a few magazine pages, but here's a taste of what we encountered this year.

Be sure to go to premierguitar.com to see a larger photo gallery and videos of the mini concerts.

The Papaléocada by Jean-Yves Alquier (alquier-guitar.com) is a lap stee
made of a stainless steel exoskeleton and 115 pieces of grain-matched
curly maple. The matching KT66-driven amp was made by Christophe Jégo
(guitares.jegou.free.fr/web)
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o Tuner Out with Mute

e d Programmable Presets
Switchable Input and Dutput buffers

Tap Tempo Switch routed to 3 RCAs on the back
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